Columbus stood an egg on end. He gently tapped the end on
the table; the end was sligthly flattened and the egg re-
mained standing. It was a very simple trick; but nobody had
even thought of it before.
I did not., however, tell anybody then about the anal-
ogy that had arisen in my mind. Had I done so., I would
have received the very reasonable answer that summer plant-
ing, which opened a new epoch in the cultivation of potatoes
all over the world,, was not the result of happy intuition.
It was a logical deduction from the theory of phasic develop-
ment and from the profound theory that the nature of plant
organisms changes in accordance with changed conditions
of life.
MARRIAGE  FOR LOVE
The Morganist geneticists were convinced that the mys-
terious "hereditary substance" must guard the purity of varie-
ties and breeds; that it would keep the best varieties of grains
unchanged and unspoilt for ages, like canned food. They
reposed all their hopes in this substance and regarded it as
being as firm as a rock; it would never let them down.
"Avoid mixing, even in the slightest degree," they urged.
"Cross only animals of the closest kinship. Pollinate plants
with their own pollen. And then this precious hereditary
substance will remain in our hands. It will be unable to
escape/'
This was the famous "inbreeding" method, as the genet-
icists call it.
Of all plants, the Morganist geneticists were most sure
of wheat. Wheat is a self-pollinator. Every wheat ear polli-
nates itself. They raised thoroughbred livestock by crossing
only the nearest kin. As for rye, which is pollinated by the
wind, they demanded that a special law be passed that there
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